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30 July 2020 
 
Dear Convener  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): Guidance on preparing for the start of the new school term 
in August 2020 
 

On 23 June, I confirmed to Parliament that the collective efforts of the people of Scotland to 

suppress Coronavirus had enabled us to bring forward our plans to reopen schools, with the 

aim that they should be open to all pupils on a full time basis from August. Since then, we have 

seen further improvements in the data and witnessed a relaxation of some of the wider 

restrictions placed on non-essential aspects of everyday life.   
 

Over the last month, I have worked in partnership with the Education Recovery Group and 
other key stakeholders to carefully consider the scientific advice and to develop guidance to 
support a safe return to school for all children, young people and staff taking full account of 
progress made in suppressing COVID-19 in Scotland. In light of the First Minister’s 
announcement today confirming that schools will reopen full-time on 11 August, this guidance 
has now been published: www.gov.scot/isbn/9781839609404  
 

We have asked local authorities to make decisions based on the guidance which enable 

children and young people to return to school full-time as quickly and safely as possible, and 

expect all pupils to be in school full-time by 18 August at the very latest. The Scottish 

Government will bring forward an Educational Continuity Direction to that effect. 

 

This guidance will also sit alongside similar information for Early Learning and Childcare, other 

childcare services, and youth work and the Community Learning and Development sector. 
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This suite of national guidance is designed to help all our partners operate within the clear 

public health measures. 

In addition, officials have developed impact assessments with support from key partners which 

I am also publishing today: www.gov.scot/isbn/9781839609381 This document provides an 

assessment of the impact of school closures and their re-opening on groups with protected 

characteristics, and collates the considerations of all of: 

 An Equalities Impact Assessment (EQIA)
 A Fairer Scotland Duty Assessment (FSDA)
 An Island Communities Impact Assessment (ICIA)
 A Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment (BRIA)

A Children’s Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessment (CRWIA) has also been developed 

separately and can be found here: www.gov.scot/isbn/9781839609398 

In relation to the funding arrangements for schools and local authorities, I can confirm that in 
addition to the £45m I announced in Parliament last week for the recruitment of additional 
teachers, a further £30m will be available for these purposes. We anticipate that this 
investment will be enough to recruit approximately 1400 extra teachers working in schools to 
support education recovery and accelerate progress with our mission to achieve excellence 
and equity in Scottish education. I also previously announced that a further £5m can be used 
flexibly for the recruitment of support staff. 

Furthermore, on top of the £20m of initial funding that I previously announced to support the 
logistics of education recovery, we will make a further £30m available as part of an education 
recovery fund for local authorities. This £50m fund will support requirements around cleaning, 
facilities management, school transport and other practical issues. 

In total, along with a £3m investment in youth work and £2m in the family support element of 
“The Promise”, this represents an additional £135m that we are making available to ensure 
that our children, young people and staff can be welcomed safely back into schools. 

Finally, I intend to monitor the impact of reopening schools full time and the implementation of 

the guidance at a national level.  We will, of course, also continue to look closely at the 

emerging scientific evidence and advice and I will continue to keep committee informed on 

progress. 

JOHN SWINNEY 

Yours Sincerely
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